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L am a proud protector of my heritage! Our stor ies
come alive through

archeological sites
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Left: Jeanne Schaaf,
Archeologist. NPS photo

Help us preserve
Alaska’s heritage!

nps.gov/CulturalResourcesAKR



Our Ancestors

Everyone loves stories, especially about
our ancestors. People have lived in Alaska
for at least 14,000 years. They left behind
evidence in archeological sites scattered
over the landscape. If archeologists

and traditional knowledge bearers work
together, we can learn more about the
past. We have a responsibility to future
generations to preserve our heritage.
Let’'s work together to protect our shared
heritage!

“The Archeology Mentorship

because it is a study about my

ancestors who lived long ago.”
—Bessie Barger, Noatak

Program...was interesting to me S

Looking into the Past

Knowing exactly where an artifact came
from can help us know how old it is and
what activity was happening in that area.
It is extremely important not to disturb
sites until they can be recorded by an
archeologist. Excavating a site changes

it forever. It is essential to document
everything about a site including
microscopic elements. Even archeologists
need to get permits to excavate a site!

" An archeologist at
work methodically
excavating the
Wrench Creek Site,
Noatak National
Preserve. NPS photo




